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We Have a High Priest

Eric R Ross / General

The Kingdom of God / A Priest / Hebrews 8:1–2

We have a high priest, Jesus Christ, “who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the 
Lord set up, not man”. Jesus has secured His position “in heaven”
His position is “at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty”, Jesus is at the ruling 
throne of the government of heaven.
Jesus also has another role, that of “High Priest” and Jesus is “a minister of the sanctuary 
and of the true tabernacle which the Lord set up, not man”. Securing this position 
though was not a destination, it was not an end point for Jesus. Securing this position 
gave Jesus the authority to act.

› 7:00 PM

Introduction

Thank You Rev. Joseph Cohen and Shannon

Opening Prayer

› 7:05 PM

As we begin this message we are a day away from Labor Day in the U.S. 
which signals the end of summer as many take one last few vacation days 
before children normally return to school. This is also the beginning of Rosh 
Hosanna, the Jewish New Year and a time to look forward with hope for a 
sweet year to come.

We are also only days away from the twenty year memorial of the 9/11 
attack and this is just one of the many things that have happened in the 
world to cast a dark shadow over our lives. 

Certainly the Corona Virus and variants still loom large in peoples hearts 
and minds. The ongoing threat as the Taliban takes over Afghanistan and 
the nation faces the perils of religious civil war that threatens to explode 
onto the world stage. The very real economic disruptions and fears of 
instability as nations struggle to deal with unprecedented forces brought 
on by the pandemic, not just to deal with treatment of the disease but also 
the ongoing limitations to personal interaction and their effects on 
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employment and productivity.

Even before these things, many people have claimed that God is dead. Or, 
that God is not not involved in the daily plight and sufferings of mankind. 
But these statements are made based on peoples experiences where 
situations did not work out the way they expected them to.

What does God have to say about what is happening in the world? If we 
were to read all that is recorded in the Bible, what would we learn about 
God and His plan and purpose?

Well, let me sum up God’s answer in the title of this message which is “We 
Have a High Priest”

We Have a High Priest
This phrase comes from our theme verse that is found in Hebrews 8:1-2 
which says

Hebrews 8:1-2

Hebrews 8:1–2 (LEB)

1 Now this is the main point in what has been said: we have a high priest 
such as this, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 
in heaven, 2 a minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which 
the Lord set up, not man.

Here, it says “we have a high priest” and it is speaking of Jesus Christ.

Here, it says “we have a high priest such as this” where “such as this” is 
followed by this description:

“who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 
2 a minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord 
set up, not man”

Jesus has secured His position “in heaven”

• His position is “at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty”, Jesus 
is at the ruling throne of the government of heaven.

• Jesus also has another role, that of “High Priest” and Jesus is “a 
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minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord 
set up, not man”

Securing this position though was not a destination, it was not an end point 
for Jesus. 

Securing this position gave Jesus the authority to act.

Lets look back at the beginning of our theme verse which says “Now this is
the main point in what has been said”

This phrase indicates that these words written in the book of Hebrews are 
conveying an important truth, the summary of them is this declaration of 
the position of Jesus Christ in heaven but we will need to read some of the 
context to understand the importance of this “the main point”.

That the World Should be Saved
Before I go on though, some have said the message from God is summed 
up in John 3:16-17 and many people recognize this as a message from God 
to everyone in the world.

John 3:16–17 LEB
16 For in this way God loved the world, so that he gave his one and only 
Son, in order that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but will 
have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world in order 
that he should judge the world, but in order that the world should be saved 
through him.

This says that Jesus did not come to condemn, but to save. Jesus came that 
we would have eternal life together with Him.

This has led some to believe that God will “redeem” us at some future time 
and that we will at some time in the future experience eternal life with God.

He Has Spoken to us by His Son
Even our theme verse might be taken as the record of an event that 
happened but because it is “in heaven” we might think it doesn’t affect us 
until some future time after Jesus returns. So, lets go to the beginning of 
this letter, to Hebrews 1:1-2 which says:
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Hebrews 1:1–2 LEB
1 Although God spoke long ago in many parts and in many ways to the 
fathers by the prophets, 2 in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the 
world,

God has spoken to us from the beginning of time.

His method of speaking changed when Jesus Christ was born and He 
became the “living word” of God.

Jesus is described in Hebrews 1:3 in two main ways

Hebrews 1:3 LEB
3 who is the radiance of his glory and the representation of his essence, 
sustaining all things by the word of power. When he had made purification 
for sins through him, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

1. Jesus is “the radiance of his glory and the 
representation of his essence”
so when we read the accounts of Jesus life and ministry we see the heart 
and will of God the Father.

And what was it that Jesus did? It is written in Acts 10:38

Acts 10:38 LEB
38 Jesus of Nazareth—how God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, because God was with him.

2. He “made purification for sins”
For us to understand this we need an understanding of the law. For our 
time here, let it suffice to say that for God who is righteous and Holy the 
only “purification” for sin is the punishment of death. 

Which is why it says in Hebrews 9:22 “apart from the shedding of blood 
there is no forgiveness”

Hebrews 9:22 LEB
22 Indeed, nearly everything is purified with blood according to the law, and 
apart from the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
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It was Jesus giving His life on the cross, His pure and sinless blood that 
purified the alter in heaven.

As Jesus finished this work on the cross, as His blood cleansed the altar in 
Heaven, He sat down.

This work was finished.

But this wasn’t the end of action in heaven!

Until I Make Your Enemies a Footstool
Lets go on to read Hebrews 1:13

Hebrews 1:13 LEB
13 But to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit down at my right hand, 
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”

Jesus did sit down, there was a ratification of the covenant that was 
completed, but God didn’t just say “sit down”.

What God said was “Sit down at my right hand, until I make your enemies a 
footstool for your feet”.

God is taking action against the enemies of Jesus Christ.

Destroy the One Who Has the Power of Death
One result of the work of Jesus is to set us free from the fear of death in 
Hebrews 2:14–15

Hebrews 2:14–15 LEB
14 Therefore, since the children share in blood and flesh, he also in like 
manner shared in these same things, in order that through death he could 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and could 
set free these who through fear of death were subject to slavery 
throughout all their lives.

We were subject to this fear, described as “slavery throughout all their 
lives”.

Are you fearful about Covid?
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Are you fearful about cancer?

Are you fearful about Alzheimers?

All of these things are sickness and disease and Jesus Christ was 
prophetically spoken of as the one that would pay the price to free us from 
them in Isaiah 53:5

Isaiah 53:5 LEB
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, crushed because of our 
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon him, and by his wounds 
we were healed.

Jesus lived this prophecy and demonstrated the power of God to heal

Peter quotes Isaiah as he gives his own account of the things Jesus did in 1 
Peter 2:24

1 Peter 2:24 LEB
24 who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we may die to 
sins and live to righteousness, by whose wounds you were healed.

Today if You Hear His Voice
The voice of God has spoken out through the prophets and holy men in  
the old testament.

The voice of Jesus Christ spoke out in words and deeds as he went around 
preaching and teaching and healing.

The voice of the Holy Spirit is speaking out in Hebrews 3:7–8 

Hebrews 3:7–8 LEB
7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do 
not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of testing in the 
wilderness,

And, the voice of the disciples is speaking out with a clear message: “If you 
hear his voice” in Hebrews 3:15

Hebrews 3:15 LEB
15 while it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as 
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in the rebellion.”

He says “do not harden your hearts”.

He repeats this in Hebrews 4:7

Hebrews 4:7 LEB
7 again he ordains a certain day, today, speaking by David after so long a 
time, just as had been said before, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not 
harden your hearts.”

This is repeated three times, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.”

But what does He want us to hear?

It is the message of salvation through Jesus Christ and He follows this 
admonition to “hear His voice with this in Hebrews 4:11–13

Hebrews 4:11–13 LEB
11 Therefore, let us make every effort to enter into that rest, in order that no 
one may fall in the same pattern of disobedience. 

12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any double-
edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, both 
joints and marrow, and able to judge the reflections and thoughts of the 
heart. 

13 And no creature is hidden in the sight of him, but all things are naked 
and laid bare to the eyes of him to whom we must give our account.

There are two absolute results that come from these words.

One is rest, trust, faith in God’s love and protection that carries us as 
believers into eternal life with Him.

The other is judgement and certain destruction not only in this natural life 
but eternal separation from God in the place reserved for the Devil and his 
fallen angels, Hell, where the the lawless and disobedient will be held 
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forever.

› 7:25

The first half of the book of Hebrews in the Bible asserts the plan of God, 
that Jesus Christ has completed the plan of salvation and taken His place in 
Gods Kingdom.

Our theme verse Hebrews 8:1-2 

Hebrews 8:1–2 LEB
1 Now this is the main point in what has been said: we have a high priest 
such as this, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
heaven, 

2 a minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord set 
up, not man.

marks the end of that work and the establishes Jesus on the throne with His 
Father.

Now, the book of Hebrews turns to the describe the impact that Jesus 
Christ has on mankind as He exercises His position as King and Priest. 

We have likely heard someone preach a message from what is called the 
heroes of faith chapter, Hebrews 11. In this chapter we understand what 
God expects of us, Faith.

We won’t read this chapter but look at what it says in Hebrews 11:6

Hebrews 11:6 LEB
6 Now without faith it is impossible to please him, for the one who 
approaches God must believe that he exists and is a rewarder of those who 
seek him.

We must have faith. 

God expects us to believe not only that He exists, but also that He is good!

This chapter then goes on to describe miracles that have happened in 
peoples lives because of their relationship and faith in God.

But these happened before Jesus came so the chapter ends with this in 
Hebrews 11:39–40



9Exported from Logos Bible Software, 7:19 AM September 16, 2021.

Hebrews 11:39–40 LEB
39 And although they all were approved through their faith, they did not 
receive what was promised, 

40 because God had provided something better for us, so that they would 
not be made perfect without us.

These all looked forward to the life of faith we would have after the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

As we look at the next few verses going forward in Hebrews 12:1–3 we find 
this:

Hebrews 12:1–3 LEB
1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding 
us, putting aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us, let us 
run with patient endurance the race that has been set before us, 

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the originator and perfecter of faith, who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding the shame, and 
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

3 For consider the one who endured such hostility by sinners against 
himself, so that you will not grow weary in your souls and give up.

There  is a race for us to run, a life for us to live that is established on the 
work of Jesus Christ.

In this age, in this generation, we “have a great High Priest” whose name is 
Jesus.

He is working in us and through us to reach the world around us.

It says it this way in Hebrews 12:22–24

Hebrews 12:22–24 LEB
22 But you have come to Mount Zion, and to the city of the living God, to 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to tens of thousands of angels, to the festal 
gathering 

23 and assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of righteous people made perfect, 



10Exported from Logos Bible Software, 7:19 AM September 16, 2021.

24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood 
that speaks better than Abel’s does.

This new covenant is in place and Jesus is leading us by the Holy Spirit and 
by His word to touch the lives of people around us that are lost and 
without hope.

How many people do you know that are bound up in fear at the dark cloud 
of events happening in the world?

The end of the book of Hebrews says this in Hebrews 13:20–21

Hebrews 13:20–21 LEB
20 Now may the God of peace, who brought up from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant, 

21 equip you with every good thing to do his will, carrying out in us what is
pleasing before him through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever. 
Amen.

Gods promises have been given, Jesus sealed the new covenant with His 
blood. He is seated in Heaven not just waiting, but interceding for us. The 
Holy Spirit has been poured out with gifts of the spirit and power to 
confirm God’s word with miraculous sign.

Our task is to keep our eyes on Jesus. To trust His word, to listen to the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and to run into the world with His message, 
“Good News” that God Loves them.

› 7:40 PM

Closing Invitation

Prayer of Salvation
Pray: If you have been listening and have never accepted Jesus Christ as the 
Lord of your life, simply say this prayer with me.
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"Dear God,

I know I’m a sinner, and I ask for your forgiveness.

I believe Jesus Christ is Your Son. I believe that He died

for my sin and that you raised Him to life.

I want to trust Him as my Savior and follow Him as Lord,

from this day forward. Guide my life and help me to do your will.

I pray this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen."

If you prayed with me, I want to seal that with a short prayer for you.

"Father,

I thank you for these that have accepted Christ today. Lead them by your 
Holy Spirit to a local Church where they can learn more about you and your 
plan for their life, In Jesus name, Amen

Commission Prayer for Christians
For those of you that are Christians, we have a great High Priest, Jesus 
Christ who is ever making intercession for us. We are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit who imparts spiritual gifts and wisdom for this age. Pray with me 
now.

"Father,

We come to you in the name of Jesus Christ.

Father, I know it is your desire that all would be saved and come to know 
the truth. It is people like us that are your witness in the earth and we ask 
you now, in the name of Jesus Christ our great High Priest to confirm your 
word through us with signs following that the world may know that Jesus 
Christ is Lord. 

Lead us by your Holy Spirit that we may each take our rightful place in the 
body of Christ and that we may each be fruitful for your Kingdom by 
fulfilling all you have planned for us in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen."

For those of you that prayed with me, would you please go to https://
tellone.org and share your contact information so that we can connect with 
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you and continue to pray for the fulfillment of God’s plan in your life.

Communion
› 7:45 PM

Let me take a minute to talk about communion from 1 Corinthians 11:23–
33

1 Corinthians 11:23–33 LEB
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you, that the Lord 
Jesus, on the night in which he was betrayed, took bread, 

24 and after he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body 
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

25 Likewise also the cup, after they had eaten, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 

27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 

28 But let a person examine himself, and in this way let him eat from the 
bread and let him drink from the cup. 

29 For the one who eats and drinks, if he does not recognize the body, eats 
and drinks judgment against himself. 

30 Because of this, many are weak and sick among you, and quite a few 
have died. 

31 But if we were evaluating ourselves, we would not be judged. 

32 But if we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined, in order that 
we will not be condemned with the world. 
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33 So then, my brothers, when you come together in order to eat the Lord’s 
supper, wait for one another.

This says, “as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death until he comes” so you can take communion every day.

It also says “the one who eats and drinks, if he does not recognize the body, 
eats and drinks judgment against himself” so this is a solemn moment and 
the judgement he talks about is real. This judgement is that “many are weak 
and sick among you, and quite a few have died”.

Communion is intended as a witness to the world of the death of Christ.

Communion is also intended as a reminder of the covenant, that we have a 
high priest, Jesus Christ who paid the price for sin and death. 

The Body of Christ
As we contemplate the bread, we remember Isaiah 53:5

Isaiah 53:5 (LEB)

5 by his wounds we were healed.

It also says in Romans 8:2

Romans 8:2 LEB
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law 
of sin and death.

It is the same Spirit that is at work in our mortal bodies in Romans 8:11 

Romans 8:11 LEB
11 And if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, 
the one who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also make alive your 
mortal bodies through his Spirit who lives in you.

Now Father, in faith, believing in your covenant of healing power through 
the broken body of Jesus Christ we take this bread and eat it in honor of 
you.

The Blood of Christ
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As we contemplate the cup, thank God for sending Jesus Christ for our sin. 
Let us remember the price He paid as he said in Matthew 26:39

Matthew 26:39 LEB
39 And going forward a little he fell down on his face, praying and saying, 
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me. Nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as you will.”

Then Jesus said in Matthew 26:42

Matthew 26:42 LEB
42 Again for the second time he went away and prayed, saying, “My Father, 
if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will must be done.”

Is there any place in your life where the world or your flesh or the devil 
have had sway over you?

It wasn’t easy for Jesus to be obedient to give up His life, yet He did it for 
you.

Take a moment and separate yourself from those things, repent, turn 
yourself and present yourself to God in obedience to His will.

Jesus gave his life in Isaiah 53:5

Isaiah 53:5 (LEB)

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, crushed because of our 
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon him

The work that Jesus did is described in Romans 3:23–25

Romans 3:23–25 LEB
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

24 being justified as a gift by his grace, through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus, 

25 whom God made publicly available as the mercy seat through faith in his 
blood, for a demonstration of his righteousness, because of the passing 
over of previously committed sins,

Father, we thank you for the blood covenant sealed by the death of Jesus 
Christ. As we drink this cup, we thank you for forgiveness of our sin and 
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present ourselves a living sacrifice to you for use in your kingdom on the 
earth.

Contact Us

https://tellone.org

Use the “Contact Us” form to share your information of give feedback on 
this message.

https://tellone.org/radio

To listen to other messages

Thanks to Rev. Joseph Cohen

https://newhopeinthelord.com

You can also listen to his messages at

https://newhopeinthelord.com/blog/radio

Or, here testimonies at

https://youtube/newhopeinthelord


